were recorded on a Bruker AVIII-400 spectrometer at 298 K. Mass spectra were obtained at the EPSRC National Mass Spectrometry Service Centre in Swansea and ESI represents electrospray ionisation. Elemental analyses (EA) were conducted using an Exeter CE-440 elemental analyser. Crystals of 3 were initially grown from d 6 -acetone. However, a second batch was produced, using non-deuterated acetone, to generate sufficient material for full charaterisation. An X-ray diffraction study confirmed both batches had the same unit cell dimensions. 
Polymerisation Test Reactions.
A sample of 2 (0.2 mmol) was dissolved in toluene (2 mL) along with rac-lactide (20 mmol). The solution was heated to reflux and maintained overnight. MeOH was added to terminate the reaction and precipitate the polymer. The off-white solid was collected by filtration and dried under vacuum prior to analysis. 
